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“Sec. 808. Tsunami Science and Technology
Advisory Panel.

‘“Sec. 809. Authorization of appropriations.”.

SEC. 09. REPORTS.

(a) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TSUNAMI
WARNING AND EDUCATION ACT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration shall submit to
Congress a report on the implementation of
the Tsunami Warning and Education Act en-
acted as title VIII of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Re-
authorization Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-479;
33 U.S.C. 3201 et seq.), as amended by this
Act.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A detailed description of the progress
made in implementing sections 804(d)(6),
805(b), and 806(b)(4) of the Tsunami Warning
and Education Act the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Re-
authorization Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-479;
33 U.S.C. 3201 et seq.).

(B) A description of the ways that tsunami
warnings and warning products issued by the
Tsunami Forecasting and Warning Program
established under section 804 of the Tsunami
Warning and Education Act (33 U.S.C. 3203),
as amended by this Act, may be standardized
and streamlined with warnings and warning
products for hurricanes, coastal storms, and
other coastal flooding events.

(b) REPORT ON NATIONAL EFFORTS THAT
SUPPORT RAPID RESPONSE FOLLOWING NEAR-
SHORE TSUNAMI EVENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator and the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall jointly, in coordination
with the Director of the United States Geo-
logical Survey, Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, the Chief
of the National Guard Bureau, and the heads
of such other Federal agencies as the Admin-
istrator considers appropriate, submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report
on the national efforts in effect on the day
before the date of the enactment of this Act
that support and facilitate rapid emergency
response following a domestic near-shore
tsunami event to better understand domestic
effects of earthquake derived tsunami on
people, infrastructure, and communities in
the United States.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of scientific or other
measurements collected on the day before
the date of the enactment of this Act to
quickly identify and quantify lost or de-
graded infrastructure or terrestrial forma-
tions.

(B) A description of scientific or other
measurements that would be necessary to
collect to quickly identify and quantify lost
or degraded infrastructure or terrestrial for-
mations.

(C) Identification and evaluation of Fed-
eral, State, local, tribal, territorial, and
military first responder and search and res-
cue operation centers, bases, and other fa-
cilities as well as other critical response as-
sets and infrastructure, including search and
rescue aircraft, located within near-shore
and distant tsunami inundation areas on the
day before the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(D) An evaluation of near-shore tsunami
response plans in areas described in subpara-
graph (C) in effect on the day before the date
of the enactment of this Act, and how those
response plans would be affected by the loss
of search and rescue and first responder in-
frastructure described in such subparagraph.
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(E) A description of redevelopment plans
and reports in effect on the day before the
date of the enactment of this Act for com-
munities in areas that are at high-risk for
near-shore tsunami, as well identification of
States or communities that do not have re-
development plans.

(F) Recommendations to enhance near-
shore tsunami preparedness and response
plans, including recommended responder ex-
ercises, predisaster planning, and mitigation
needs.

(G) Such other data and analysis informa-
tion as the Administrator and the Secretary
of Homeland Security consider appropriate.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, the Committee on Homeland
Security, and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives.

SEC. 10. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 809 of the Act, as redesignated by
section 08(a)(1) of this Act, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4)(B), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(2) in paragraph (5)(B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(6) $25,800,000 for each of fiscal years 2016
through 2021, of which—

‘“(A) not less than 27 percent of the amount
appropriated for each fiscal year shall be for
activities conducted at the State level under
the tsunami hazard mitigation program
under section 805; and

‘(B) not less than 8 percent of the amount
appropriated shall be for the tsunami re-
search program under section 806.”’.

SEC. 11. OUTREACH RESPONSIBILITIES.

The Administrator of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, in coordi-
nation with State and local emergency man-
agers, shall develop and carry out formal
outreach activities to improve tsunami edu-
cation and awareness and foster the develop-
ment of resilient communities. Outreach ac-
tivities may include—

(1) the development of outreach plans to
ensure the close integration of tsunami
warning centers supported or maintained
under section 804(d) of the Tsunami Warning
and Education Act (33 U.S.C. 3203(d)), as
amended by this Act, with local Weather
Forecast Offices of the National Weather
Service and emergency managers;

(2) working with appropriate local Weather
Forecast Offices to ensure they have the
technical knowledge and capability to dis-
seminate tsunami warnings to the commu-
nities they serve; and

(3) evaluating the effectiveness of warnings
and of coordination with local Weather Fore-
cast Offices after significant tsunami events.

SEC. 12. REPEAL OF DUPLICATE PROVISIONS

OF LAW.
(a) REPEAL.—The Tsunami Warning and

Education Act enacted by Public Law 109-424
(120 Stat. 2902) is repealed.

(b) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
may be construed to repeal, or affect in any
way, the Tsunami Warning and Education
Act enacted as title VIII of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Reauthorization Act of 2006 (Public
Law 109-479; 33 U.S.C. 3201 et seq.).
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I have
15 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry, is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on March 29, 2017 following the first
roll call vote to vote on the nomina-
tion of George ‘‘Sonny’ Perdue, of
Georgia, to be Secretary of Agri-
culture.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 29, 2017, at 10 a.m. in room SD-
G50 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-

ing.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
The Committee on Commerce,

Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to hold a meeting during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 29, 2017, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD-
G50 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to hold a hearing on the Nomina-
tion of the Jeffrey A. Rosen.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, March 29, 2017, at 10 a.m.,
in room 406 of the Dirksen Senate of-
fice building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled, ‘“‘Cleaning up our nation’s Cold
War legacy sites.”

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 29,
2017, in room 628 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct
a hearing on ‘Native Youth: Pro-
moting Diabetes Prevention Through
Healthy Living.”

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 29,
2017, in room 628 of the Dirksen Senate
Office Building, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct
a business meeting.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 at 3 p.m. in
428A Russell Senate Office Building to
conduct a hearing entitled Examining
How Small Businesses Confront and
Shape Regulations.
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COMMITTEE ON AGING

The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 29,
2017 to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The
Arc of Alzheimer’s” in room 106 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building at 2:30
p.m.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the 1156th Congress of the
U.S. Senate on Wednesday, March 29,
2017 from 12 p.m., in room SH-219 of the
Senate Hart Office Building.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND

The Subcommittee on Airland of the
Committee on Armed Services is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, March 29,
2017, at 3:30 p.m.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND

CAPABILITIES

The Subcommittee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, March 29, 2017, at 10
a.m. in open session.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

The Subcommittee on Readiness and
Management Support of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 29, 2017,
at 2:15 p.m., in open session.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING

OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Subcommittee on Federal Spend-
ing Oversight and Emergency Manage-
ment of the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 29,
2017, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘The Effect of Borrowing on
Federal Spending.”
SUBCOMMITTEE ON EAST ASIA, THE PACIFIC, AND

INTERNATIONAL CYBERSECURITY

The Committee on Foreign Relations
Subcommittee on East Asia, The Pa-
cific, and International Cybersecurity
Policy is authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 29, 2017, at 2:15 p.m., to hold a
hearing entitled ‘‘American Leadership
in the Asia-Pacific, Part 1: Security
Issues.”

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WESTERN HEMISPHERE

The Committee on Foreign Relations
subcommittee on Western Hemisphere
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 29, 2017, at 10:15 a.m., to hold a
hearing entitled ‘“The U.S.-Mexico Re-
lationship: Advancing Security and
Prosperity on Both Sides of the Bor-
der.”

———
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR
Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Dara Greene,
my intern, be granted privileges of the
floor for the balance of the day.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the ma-
jority leader, pursuant to Public Law
101-509, the reappointment of the fol-
lowing individual to serve as a member
of the Advisory Committee on the
Records of Congress: Deborah Skaggs
Speth of Kentucky.

————

NATIONAL ASBESTOS AWARENESS
WEEK

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 98 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 98) designating the
first week of April 2017 as ‘‘National Asbes-
tos Awareness Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
further ask unanimous consent that
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 98) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of March 27, 2017,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

———

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 103, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 103) designating
March 29, 2017, as ‘‘Vietnam Veterans Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)
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WEATHER RESEARCH AND FORE-
CASTING INNOVATION ACT OF
2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 353, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 353) to improve the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
weather research through a focused program
of investment on affordable and attainable
advances in observational, computing, and
modeling capabilities to support substantial
improvement in weather forecasting and pre-
diction of high impact weather events, to ex-
pand commercial opportunities for the provi-
sion of weather data, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, for
years, I have been working to make
sure that the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration has reliable
tools to forecast hurricanes. Today the
Senate will come together on legisla-
tion to get us closer to that goal. In
May 2016, just before the start of hurri-
cane season, the Commerce Committee
held a hearing on preparedness. At that
hearing, I asked the then-Director of
the National Hurricane Center, Dr.
Rick Knabb, about the fact that NOAA
has two P3 propeller aircraft that fly
into the storm, but only the one Gulf-
stream jet that can fly high enough
and long enough to get above the
storm. Flying above the storm is crit-
ical because the scientists drop sondes
out of the belly of the aircraft that fall
through the storm sending measure-
ments of the entire vertical profile.
This is vital to telling us where the
storm is headed and whether it is
weakening or strengthening.

Having only one Gulfstream is a sin-
gle point of failure because, if the
plane is out of commission, we do not
have a backup ready to go. Unfortu-
nately, my fears were realized a few
short months later. During a Hurricane
Hermine reconnaissance mission,
NOAA had to ground the Gulfstream
for emergency corrosion repairs. Luck-
ily, a plane owned by the National
Science Foundation and the University
Corporation for Atmospheric Research
was not on a mission at the time and
was able to fill in for the NOAA Gulf-
stream, but you can imagine that this
will not always be the case. While the
hurricane season seems to be getting
longer, the NOAA plane is getting
older. We must have a reliable backup.
So, in January, I filed S. 153, legisla-
tion to require NOAA to acquire suffi-
cient backup capability for our hurri-
cane hunter aircraft. I am pleased
today that the Senate will unani-
mously pass this measure as part of a
broader weather bill.

I take comfort that even in times of
great divisiveness, the Senate can
come together on matters of public
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